






At St. St Patrick’s ELC Class, we have a duty of care to provide a safe environment for our children and families. To minimise the risk of infection, we follow the guidance and procedures set out in the document, Infection Prevention and Control in Childcare Settings published by Health Protection Scotland, May 2018. All staff are familiar with this document and it is available in the setting for reference when required. This document and policy is shared with all new staff at induction. 
At induction visits for children, we speak to parents about any specific health conditions so that we are aware from the outset if a child is at greater risk of getting or spreading an infection. This information is recorded in the child’s personal plan. 
The information below outlines procedures specific to our setting under the headings used in section 4 of the document, Infection Prevention and Control in Childcare Settings: 
Hand Hygiene
Good hand hygiene is embedded in our practice. Warm running water and liquid soap is always readily available. Children and adults wash their hands:
· On arrival to the setting
· before and after eating or handling food or drink
· after using the toilet, potty or changing a nappy
· after blowing their nose, coughing or sneezing
· when returning from outside play
· after contact with contaminated surfaces e.g. bins
· after touching animals

Since the introduction of outdoor snack, a small outdoor handwashing facility with fresh running water is provided.
Respiratory and Cough Hygiene
Children and adults are encouraged to cover their mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing and sneezing or cough into their elbow. Tissues are always available in and around the playroom for this purpose. These are put in the bin immediately after use and hands are washed.
PPE
Single use disposable gloves and single use disposable aprons are available and stored in our nappy changing area. These are worn by staff when changing nappies or cleaning and changing children who have had a toileting accident and when dealing with blood and bodily fluids.

Cleaning of Environment and Equipment 
We have cleaning schedules in place for all areas of the setting, identifying daily and weekly tasks as recommended in appendix 10 of the Infection Prevention and Control in Childcare Settings document. We have a staff rota, identifying staff responsible for each area on a weekly basis. Cleaning schedules are signed and dated by the person responsible for each area that week and are regularly monitored by Senior Early Years Officer. 
In our setting the floor and surfaces within the playroom, cloakroom and toilet areas are cleaned daily by our local authority cleaning staff. 
Dealing with Spillages of Blood and Bodily Fluids
We follow procedures set out in the Infection Prevention and Control in Childcare Settings document, section 4.6.
In our setting specific cleaning equipment is used for different purposes as follows:
Blood and Vomit: Yellow bucket and mop. This is stored in the large resource cupboard in the nursery playroom.
Urine: Red bucket and mop. This is stored in the toilet area.
Disposable gloves and apron are worn by the member of staff dealing with the spillage. Disposable masks are also available if required. 
Management of Waste
Lined pedal bins are provided in the kitchen, snack/lunch area and toilet area. These are emptied at the end of each day by our local authority cleaning staff. 
Our catering assistant disposes of lunch waste at the end of service on a daily basis.
A nappy bin is available in the nappy changing area. This is collected and emptied weekly by an external company. If full before collection is due, the school clerical assistant will phone the company to organise an extra collection. 
Laundry
Tea towels, cloths and snack aprons are washed in the washing machine regularly.
Blankets, soft furnishings and soft toys are washed in the washing machine each Friday or before this, if required. 
Dressing up items are washed as required. 
Exposure Injuries and Bites
If an adult or child has an injury where the skin is broken, antiseptic wipes will be used to clean the exposed area. Parents/carers of children will be notified and an accident/incident report completed and signed. 

Food and Kitchen Hygiene
All our ELC staff are trained in food hygiene matters. As per council procedures, our Senior Early Years Officer attends refresher training as required and ensures that the rest of the staff team are kept up to date with new information.
CookSafe guidance and procedures are followed and adhered to. 
Temperature checks are taken and recorded as follows:
Fridge: Twice daily
Freezer: Daily
Milk: Checked on arrival to the setting
 
Outbreaks of Infection:
We refer to and follow the guidance in the Infection Prevention and Control in Childcare Settings document as required. If an outbreak occurs, a member of SLT will inform Care Inspectorate using the appropriate eForm.
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